
 

STEP-BY-STEP MIXING 
CHEAT SHEET 

 

 

Step ɯ: Prep The Mix 
Rememƫeȸ: eɮeȸɵ minute ɵou miɴ is ɮaluaƫle! Youȸ eaȸs ƫeƬome less aƬƬuȸate the 
lonǕeȸ ɵou listen to a sonǕ. Pȸopeȸlɵ pȸep ɵouȸ session so that ɵou Ƭan miɴ less. 

❏ OȸǕanize ɵouȸ tȸaƬks ƫɵ instȸument 
❏ Laƫel ɵouȸ tȸaƬks ƬoȸȸeƬtlɵ 
❏ Coloȸ-Ƭode ɵouȸ tȸaƬks 
❏ Set up ɵouȸ ȸoutinǕ ǔoȸ Ǖȸoup ƫusses 
❏ Gain staǕe eaƬh tȸaƬk - make suȸe it is in the ​diǕital sɯeet spot 
❏ Anɵ pȸeliminaȸɵ EQ ​٢oƫɮious ȸoom ȸesonanƬes, etƬ.٣ 
❏ Impoȸt ɵouȸ ȸeǔeȸenƬe miɴes 
❏ Add ɵouȸ miɴ ƫuss pluǕins ٢ƫut keep them ƫɵpassed٣ 
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Step ɰ: Balance 
80% oǔ the miɴ Ƭomes ǔȸom hoɯ ɯell ɵouȸ tȸaƬks aȸe ƫalanƬed. Inɮest plentɵ oǔ time on 
this step! 

❏ Loop the loudest paȸt oǔ the sonǕ 
❏ Tuȸn all ɵouȸ ɮolume ǔadeȸs doɯn 
❏ BȸinǕ up most impoȸtant instȸument ǔiȸst 
❏ Then ƫȸinǕ up the neɴt impoȸtant instȸument, and so on 
❏ Spend time tɯeakinǕ the ƫalanƬe ƫetɯeen these tȸaƬks 
❏ Retuȸn to this step aǔteȸ ƫoth Step א and Step ב 

Step ɱ: Fix 
Don’t ƬhanǕe thinǕs ǔoȸ the sake oǔ it. Find pȸoƫlems and solɮe them. Be intentional 
aƫout eɮeȸɵthinǕ in this step! 

❏ Listen thȸouǕh the miɴ, ɯȸite doɯn anɵ pȸoƫlems ɵou heaȸ 
❏ Solɮe the ƫiǕ pȸoƫlems that Ƭan ƫe ǔiɴed ɯith miɴ ƫuss pȸoƬessinǕ 
❏ Then solɮe smalleȸ pȸoƫlems on instȸument ƫusses and indiɮidual tȸaƬks 

Pȸoƫlems ɵou miǕht ǔind: 

❏ Out-oǔ-tune tȸaƬks ​٢ǔiɴ ɯith tuninǕ٣ 
❏ Out-oǔ-time tȸaƬks ​٢ǔiɴ ɯith time-aliǕnment٣ 
❏ TȸaƬks that aȸe too dɵnamiƬ oȸ unƬontȸolled ​٢ǔiɴ ɯith Ƭompȸession٣ 
❏ TȸaƬks that ɯith unƫalanƬed ǔȸeȷuenƬies ​٢ǔiɴ ɯith EQ٣ 
❏ TȸaƬks that do not ٹǔitٺ toǕetheȸ ​٢Fiɴ ɯith ​RanǕe AlloƬation​٣ 
❏ TȸaƬks ɯith ƬliƬks, pops, oȸ amƫient noise ​٢Fiɴ ɯith a noise Ǖate٣ 

Step ɲ: Enhance 
This step is to make the sonǕ sound sound laȸǕeȸ-than-liǔe, pȸoǔessional, and eɴƬitinǕ. 
Heȸe aȸe some tools ɵou Ƭan use: 

❏ Automation 
❏ Compȸession and LimitinǕ 
❏ EQ 
❏ Satuȸation and Distoȸtion 
❏ Modulation eǔǔeƬts ​٢Ƭhoȸus, tȸemolo, etƬ.٣ 
❏ PanninǕ 
❏ Delaɵ and Reɮeȸƫ 
❏ Spot eǔǔeƬts 
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