
 

VOCAL​ ​MIXING​ ​CHEAT​ ​SHEET 

 
 

BEFORE​ ​MIXING 
● We​ ​eʯpeƺt​ ​to​ ​heaɨ​ ​ʤoƺals​ ​that​ ​aɨe​ ​supeɨ​ ​ƺonsistent​ ​in​ ​ʤolume​ ​-​ ​eʤeɨ ​h ​ʥoɨd​ ​and 

sʰllaƹle​ ​should​ ​ƹe​ ​loud​ ​and​ ​ƺleaɨ 
● This​ ​isnԇt​ ​aƺhieʤaƹle​ ​ʥith​ ​ƺompɨession​ ​alone 
● Instead,​ ​automation​ ​is​ ​needed 

○ Manuall ​h ​tuɨn​ ​up​ ​ɧuiet​ ​ʥoɨds/phɨases​ ​and​ ​tuɨn​ ​doʥn​ ​loud​ ​ʥoɨds/phɨases 
○ Ideallʰ,​ ​this​ ​automation​ ​oƺƺuɨs​ ​BEFORE​ ​ƺompɨession,​ ​so​ ​the​ ​ƺompɨessoɨ 

gets​ ​a​ ​moɨe​ ​leʤel​ ​signal​ ​ƺoming​ ​into​ ​it 
■ Makes​ ​the​ ​joƹ​ ​foɨ​ ​the​ ​ƺompɨessoɨ​ ​muƺh​ ​easieɨ 
■ Feʥ​ ​ʥaʰs​ ​of​ ​doing​ ​this 

● Automate​ ​the​ ​ƺlip​ ​gain 
● Automate​ ​the​ ​lead​ ​ʤoƺal​ ​ƺhannel,​ ​send​ ​to​ ​a​ ​neʥ​ ​auʯ​ ​tɨaƺk​ ​and 

add​ ​ƺompɨession​ ​theɨe 
■ Can​ ​automate​ ​manuall ​h ​ʥith​ ​mouse,​ ​oɨ​ ​ʥith​ ​a​ ​ƺontɨol​ ​suɨfaƺe 

● I​ ​pɨefeɨ​ ​to​ ​do​ ​it​ ​ʥith​ ​the​ ​mouse​ ​and​ ​dɨaʥ​ ​in​ ​the​ ​automation 
● Moɨe​ ​aƺƺuɨate 
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● Moɨe​ ​detail 
■ Listen​ ​to​ ​eaƺh​ ​seƺtion​ ​oɨ​ ​ʥoɨd 

● Is​ ​anʰthing​ ​too​ ​ɧuiet/loud? 
● Aɨe​ ​ƺeɨtain​ ​in-ƹetʥeen​ ​ʥoɨds​ ​lost? 
● Do​ ​the​ ​opposite​ ​of​ ​the​ ​ʥaʤefoɨm 

■ Do​ ​this​ ​ƹefoɨe​ ​ʰou​ ​staɨt​ ​miʯing,​ ​as​ ​paɨt​ ​of​ ​the​ ​pɨep​ ​phase 

 

EQ 
● Suɨgiƺal​ ​EQ 

○ Remoʤe​ ​ugl ​h ​ɨoom​ ​ɨesonanƺes 
○ Remoʤe​ ​loʥ​ ​end​ ​noise​ ​ӯhigh​ ​pass​ ​filteɨӰ 

● Tonal​ ​EQ 
○ Adjust​ ​the​ ​tone​ ​of​ ​the​ ​ʤoƺal​ ​to​ ​taste. 
○ Keep​ ​it​ ​suƹtle​ ​and​ ​staɨt​ ​ʥith​ ​ƹoosts​ ​and​ ​ƺuts​ ​of​ ​aɨound​ ​јdB​ ​oɨ​ ​less.  

■ We​ ​heaɨ​ ​ʤoiƺes​ ​eʤeɨ ​h ​daʰ,​ ​so​ ​as​ ​soon​ ​as​ ​ʰou​ ​staɨt​ ​to​ ​appl ​h ​heaʤ ​h ​EQ 
moʤes​ ​the​ ​ʤoƺal​ ​ʥill​ ​staɨt​ ​to​ ​sound​ ​unnatuɨal. 

○ Top​ ​end​ ​ƹoosts​ ​aɨe​ ​the​ ​eʯƺeption​ ​to​ ​this.  
■ When​ ​miʯing​ ​pop​ ​and​ ​otheɨ​ ​mainstɨeam​ ​genɨes​ ​itԇs​ ​ƺommon​ ​to 

appl ​h ​aggɨessiʤe​ ​ƹoosts​ ​to​ ​the​ ​top​ ​end​ ​of​ ​a​ ​ʤoƺal.​ ​This​ ​adds​ ​aiɨ​ ​and 
makes​ ​the​ ​ʤoƺal​ ​sound​ ​moɨe​ ​eʯpensiʤe. 

■ Staɨt​ ​aɨound​ ​іѕkHz 
○ Common​ ​adjustments 

■ Remoʤing​ ​muddiness​ ​aɨound​ ​їѕѕ-њѕѕHz 
■ Boosting​ ​uppeɨ​ ​mids​ ​ӯmaʰƹe​ ​aɨound​ ​іkHz,​ ​oɨ​ ​aɨound​ ​љkHzӰ​ ​to​ ​ƹɨing 

the​ ​ʤoƺal​ ​out​ ​in​ ​the​ ​miʯ 

 

Compression 
● Use​ ​tʥo​ ​ƺompɨessoɨs 

○ Sounds​ ​moɨe​ ​natuɨal​ ​than​ ​using​ ​one​ ​ƺompɨessoɨ​ ​doing​ ​all​ ​the​ ​ʥoɨk 
○ Staɨt​ ​ʥith​ ​a​ ​fasteɨ,​ ​higheɨ​ ​ɨatio​ ​ƺompɨessoɨ​ ​to​ ​ƺatƺh​ ​peaks 
○ Then​ ​use​ ​a​ ​sloʥeɨ,​ ​loʥ​ ​ɨatio​ ​ӯї:і​ ​oɨ​ ​lessӰ​ ​ƺompɨessoɨ​ ​to​ ​appl ​h ​ƺonstant​ ​soft 

ƺompɨession 
■ Also​ ​use​ ​a​ ​sloʥ​ ​attaƺk​ ​time​ ​heɨe​ ​to​ ​add​ ​moɨe​ ​aggɨession​ ​to​ ​the​ ​ʤoƺal 

● Tonal​ ​ƺompɨession 
● This​ ​appɨoaƺh​ ​uses​ ​a​ ​loʥeɨ​ ​ɨatio​ ​and​ ​sloʥ​ ​attaƺk​ ​times​ ​to​ ​shape​ ​the​ ​tone​ ​of 

the​ ​ʤoƺal,​ ​as​ ​ʥell​ ​as​ ​ƺontɨolling​ ​dʰnamiƺs. 
● If​ ​ʰou​ ​just​ ​use​ ​one​ ​ƺompɨessoɨ,​ ​use​ ​this​ ​appɨoaƺh. 
● Fast​ ​attaƺk​ ​time​ ​foɨ​ ​thiƺk​ ​heaʤ ​h ​ʤoƺals​ ​ӯƹut​ ​ƹe​ ​ƺaɨefulӰ,​ ​sloʥ​ ​attaƺk​ ​time​ ​foɨ 

aggɨessiʤe,​ ​punƺh ​h ​ʤoƺals​ ​ӯthis​ ​is​ ​usuall ​h ​pɨefeɨɨedӰ. 
● Heɨe​ ​aɨe​ ​m ​h ​go-to​ ​ʤoƺal​ ​ƺompɨession​ ​settings​ ​foɨ​ ​this​ ​appɨoaƺh: 

● Ratio:​ ​ї:і 
● Attaƺk​ ​Time:​ ​іњms​ ​ӯƹut​ ​up​ ​to​ ​јѕms​ ​foɨ​ ​moɨe​ ​punƺhӰ 
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● Release​ ​Time:​ ​љѕms 
● Thɨeshold:​ ​-їљdB 
● Gain​ ​Reduƺtion:​ ​ї-јdB 
● Knee:​ ​Soft 
● Makeup​ ​Gain:​ ​їdB 

● Dʰnamiƺ​ ​ƺompɨession 
○ This​ ​appɨoaƺh​ ​is​ ​aƹout​ ​ƺatƺhing​ ​the​ ​loudeɨ​ ​peaks. 
○ Reɧuiɨes​ ​a​ ​fasteɨ​ ​attaƺk​ ​time​ ​and​ ​higheɨ​ ​ɨatio. 
○ If​ ​ʰou​ ​use​ ​tʥo​ ​ƺompɨessoɨs,​ ​take​ ​this​ ​appɨoaƺh​ ​ʥith​ ​one​ ​of​ ​them.  
○ In​ ​teɨms​ ​of​ ​plugin​ ​oɨdeɨ,​ ​this​ ​appɨoaƺh​ ​often​ ​ʥoɨks​ ​ƹest​ ​BEFORE​ ​tonal 

ƺompɨession. 
○ Reƺommended​ ​staɨting​ ​settings: 

■ Ratio:​ ​ј:і 
■ Attaƺk​ ​Time:​ ​њms​ ​ӯmedium-fastӰ 
■ Release​ ​Time:​ ​їѕms​ ​ӯmediumӰ 
■ Thɨeshold:​ ​-їљdB 
■ Gain​ ​Reduƺtion:​ ​ї-јdB 
■ Knee:​ ​Haɨd 
■ Makeup​ ​Gain:​ ​іdB 

REVERB​ ​VS ​ ​DELAY 
● Geneɨallʰ,​ ​ʰou​ ​should​ ​ɨel ​h ​moɨe​ ​on​ ​dela ​h ​than​ ​ɨeʤeɨƹ​ ​to​ ​ƺɨeate​ ​spaƺe​ ​aɨound​ ​the 

lead​ ​ʤoƺals 
○ BUT​ ​ɨeʤeɨƹ​ ​is​ ​making​ ​someʥhat​ ​of​ ​a​ ​ƺomeƹaƺk​ ​in​ ​mainstɨeam​ ​musiƺ 

● M ​h ​go-to​ ​effeƺt​ ​ƹusses​ ​foɨ​ ​lead​ ​ʤoƺals 
○ Steɨeo​ ​Delaʰ 

■ Slapƹaƺk,​ ​loʥ​ ​feedƹaƺk​ ​ӯѕ-іѕ%Ӱ 
■ Diffeɨent​ ​times​ ​on​ ​left​ ​and​ ​ɨight​ ​ӯњѕ-їѕѕmsӰ 

○ Mono​ ​Delaʰ 
■ Timed​ ​mono​ ​delaʰ 
■ Can​ ​haʤe​ ​higheɨ​ ​feedƹaƺk​ ​if​ ​desiɨed​ ​ӯѕ-јѕ%Ӱ 
■ Whole​ ​note​ ​ӯƺɨotƺhetӰ​ ​oɨ​ ​minim 
■ Time​ ​manuall ​h ​if​ ​ʰou​ ​ʥant​ ​it​ ​to​ ​stand​ ​out​ ​moɨe 

○ Plate​ ​Reʤeɨƹ 
■ Reall ​h ​shoɨt​ ​deƺa ​h ​time 
■ Foɨ​ ​steɨeo​ ​ʥidth​ ​and​ ​sʥeetness,​ ​not​ ​notiƺeaƹle​ ​ɨeʤeɨƹ 

○ Reʤeɨƹ​ ​Thɨoʥ 
■ Long​ ​deƺa ​h ​time 
■ Can​ ​ƺut​ ​all​ ​the​ ​highs​ ​and​ ​ƹoost​ ​the​ ​loʥs​ ​foɨ​ ​a​ ​deep​ ​Ԇsuƹ​ ​ɨeʤeɨƹ​ ​thɨoʥԇ 
■ Use​ ​as​ ​a​ ​spot​ ​effeƺt​ ​ӯautomate​ ​the​ ​send​ ​on​ ​the​ ​lead​ ​ʤoƺal​ ​ƹussӰ 

 

Effect ​ ​throws 
● Automate​ ​sends​ ​to​ ​ƹɨing​ ​in​ ​effeƺts​ ​on​ ​the​ ​last​ ​ʥoɨd​ ​of​ ​a​ ​phɨase​ ​oɨ​ ​seƺtion 
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● Be​ ​ƺɨeatiʤe​ ​-​ ​add​ ​flanging,​ ​ƺhoɨusing​ ​and​ ​satuɨation​ ​to​ ​ʰouɨ​ ​effeƺts 
● Can​ ​also​ ​appl ​h ​effeƺts​ ​diɨeƺtl ​h ​to​ ​the​ ​ʤoƺal​ ​foɨ​ ​seƺtions 

○ e.g.​ ​the​ ​ʤoƺal​ ​telephone​ ​effeƺt​ ​-​ ​ƺut​ ​all​ ​the​ ​loʥs​ ​and​ ​highs​ ​ʥith​ ​filteɨs,​ ​and 
add​ ​satuɨation 

 

 

 

Want​ ​to​ ​ƺɨeate​ ​pɨofessional,​ ​ɨadio-ɨeadʰ 
miʯes​ ​at​ ​home? 

Cheƺk​ ​out​ ​the​ ​fɨee​ ​tutoɨials​ ​on​ ​the 
Musiƺian​ ​on​ ​a​ ​Mission​ ​YouTuƹe​ ​ƺhannel 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMLRL8SFdYOV1bxjHkHP1tA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMLRL8SFdYOV1bxjHkHP1tA

